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You shall receive power

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;

and you shall be My witnesses …

to the end of the earth

Acts 1:8
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Introduction

THIS BOOKLET attempts to explore some of the under-

lying themes traceable in historical revivals, with exam-

ples from many places and ages.

‘Will You not revive us again, that Your people may re-

joice in You?’ (Psalm 85:6). King David’s cry is a timeless

one. It is part of our human nature to drift. So quickly we

seem to lose the flame of God’s passion in our lives. Other

things compete for the throne of our heart. Devotion to

God grows cold and formal. Church becomes a routine.

The trouble is, the Church can continue perfectly well

in the mechanics of its weekly routine! At least for a time.

But, sooner or later, those who truly love the Lord find

the burden of their dryness and fruitless becomes intoler-

able. The ‘howling wilderness’ becomes a place of tears

and cries to God. The return of His presence and power

becomes an all-consuming hunger.

Revive us. God is lavish in His giving. His river is full of

water (Psalm 65:9) He will refresh the thirsty soul that

truly seeks after Him. Yet His chief aim is a revived Church.

Certainly, trends in Christianity today have led people to

travel far and wide in search of anointing - a personal re-

vival. Yet the message of Haggai 1 has never been more

relevant: what good are our individual blessings if the house

of the Lord lies in ruins?. Revival is always plural - it is for

the Church, that she might shine as a powerful searchlight

into the darkness of the world.

For centuries serious Christians have read accounts of

revival and been motivated by them to pray for a new move

of God’s power in their day. Yet we must beware of falling

into a very plausible trap: of thinking that until God does

something from above, we can do nothing. Or even worse,

of acting as though the fire has never come. The Holy Spirit

When the Spirit Comes
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has already been sent! The fire and the rain of God are avail-

able! Our part is to do as Jesus told the church at Ephesus:

to realise we have lost our first love, repent and do the works

we did at first (Revelation 2:5).

This is why the great 19th century revivalist Charles

Finney taught that revival was no more supernatural than

growing a field of corn: you plough and prepare the soil,

plant good seed, ensure it is well watered, and guard the

young shoo ts from weeds - then you will reap a good har-

vest!

So let us pray and work for a new, corporate anointing of

revival! And then, as in Ezekiel’s vision, we can know the

river flowing from the throne of God, which makes the

deserts to bloom and the salt waters sweet - and there will

be many fish (Ezekiel 47:1-10). God will reap His harvest

of souls!

When the Spirit Comes
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1 What is revival?

Because God is

both clothed in

majesty and

shrouded in

mystery, there is

something both

majestic and

mysterious about

revival

IN HIS CLASSIC book on revival, In the Day of Thy

Power, Arthur Wallis wrote: ‘Because God is both

clothed in majesty and shrouded in mystery, there is

something both majestic and mysterious about revival.

It is a manifestation of God that bears His own hall-

mark. The mystery is part of the wonder, and when we

lose the sense of wonder we lose the sense of worship’.

‘So what is revival? The prophet Habbakuk was praying for a

renewing or reviving of God’s work: “O Lord, I have heard the

report of Thee, and Thy work, O Lord, do I fear. In the midst of

the years renew it!” (3:2). He goes on to describe what he sees in

a vision as the answer to his prayer: GOD CAME … His glory

covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. His

brightness was like the light; rays flashed from his hand; and

there he veiled his power (2:3-4).

‘Only two words, but they touch the heart of the matter: God

came! Taking the prophet as our guide, we may say that revival

is a visitation from God, and the characteristic features are

“His glory,” “His praise,” “His hand” and “His power”.

‘Revival, then, is such a display of God’s holiness and power

that often human personalities are overshadowed and human

programmes abandoned. It is God breaking into the conscious-

ness of men in majesty and glory. Such times are directly re-

lated to the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. As the birthday of the

Church, Pentecost was unique, but as a specimen outpouring

of the Spirit it was only unique in being the first.

‘Every true revival has been marked by powerful and often

widespread outpourings of the Holy Spirit. God’s great de-

sire is to glorify Jesus, and for this He appoints certain times

when He comes forth in omnipotent power to fulfil His oath

to His Son. Such a day has the stamp of deity upon it. To

move with God in the day of His power means understand-

ing and conforming to those principles by which He has cho-

sen to work.’

When the Spirit Comes
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2 What revival is not

‘We must let God

reveal boulders

of sin and

rubbish of self-

love in our lives’

MOST CHRISTIANS  WOULD agree that they long for

revival, but they don’t always agree on what they mean.

If we are to know true revival, we must be clear on what

it is and what it is not.

 We must not over-humanise revival. It will ever be God-

breathed and God-centred, not the work of man. In the last

century, ‘revival’ became another word for an evangelistic cam-

paign. You would see adverts declaring ‘Revival will be held here

on 10th July…’! For some Christians today, big meetings and

great excitement are enough to get them talking about revival.

 Similarly, revival is more than a personal blessing. While it is

great to be able to say ‘I’ve been revived!’, God does not send

forth His Spirit in particular power for the sake of individuals.

He wants to revive the Church.

 Yet at the same time, we can over-spiritualise revival. We can

have such a lofty idea of heaven’s glory poured out on earth,

that nothing God sends is ever good enough! ‘If it isn’t like

Wales in 1904, it isn’t revival!’, say some, and revival becomes

a nice thing to dream about but never to attain. They forget that

Paul, flogged and imprisoned, was still moving in revival!

 Charles Finney, who was mightily used by God to bring

revival in 19th Century America, used to say that revival is no

more miraculous than growing a field of corn! If you follow

the right procedures, the crop will grow automatically. First,

he said, you till the soil, then you remove rocks and rubbish.

Next you plant the right seed, and finally you water it and

keep it free from weeds.

 In the same way, Finney continued, we must break up our

fallow ground (Hosea 10:12) by receiving God’s cutting word to

our hearts and the whole Church. We must let Him reveal boul-

ders of sin and rubbish of self-love. Then He can plant in us the

true seed of the Kingdom word, watering it through our obedi-

ence to the Holy Spirit’s direction and His regular anointings.

Then, as we hold dear the new life and keep it free from weeds of

worldliness and self-strength, we will have revival!

When the Spirit Comes
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3 The need for revival

‘Revival is the

inrush of the

Holy Spirit into a

body that

threatens to

become a corpse!’

THE WORD ‘REVIVAL’ comes from the idea of ‘bring-

ing back to life’. We can learn a lot (and be blessed!) by

reading what the dictionary says: “Recovery from death

or apparent death; recall to activity after a time of lan-

guishing; a return from a state of obscurity, depression

or neglect; a renewed attention to spiritual concerns.”

 One Christian writer put it this way: ‘Revival is the inrush

of the Holy Spirit into a body that threatens to become a

corpse’! As such, revival is a necessity for the ongoing life and

effectiveness of the Church. Just as it is in our fallen nature to

drift and to lose our sharpness, so it is in God’s divine nature

to send seasons of particular Holy Spirit power and reality

that reawaken the Church.

 A good example of this process is the revival among the

Primitive Methodists. The amazing works of power that Eng-

land had witnessed under John Wesley in the 18th century

had brought into being a nationwide network of new churches.

In time, however, the Methodists grew respectable, and the

fires dimmed. This was not acceptable to Hugh Bourne, a

carpenter from Stoke-on-Trent, who gathered together a group

of men and women with a vision to rediscover the power and

honour of God.

 God answered their cries, and the Holy Spirit fell upon

their gatherings with such power that hundreds fell to the

ground. People in local cottages were convicted of their sins,

and the noise of praise could be heard a mile away! One meet-

ing, on a hill called Mow Cop, lasted for four days.

 One of the men God used, John Benton, was uneducated

and had been criticised by church ministers for the gram-

matical mistakes he made when he preached. Yet Benton had

seen the necessity of revival, and cared little about the petty

things into which the Church at large had fallen. At Mow

Cop, one of these ministers witnessed with his own eyes all

the miracles recorded on the Day of Pentecost, and John

Benton cried out to him: ‘This is grammar!’ God had sent

what was really needed.

When the Spirit Comes
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4 God’s promised rain

In the

Ulster Revival

an estimated

100,000 souls

were saved

THE BIBLE frequently likens the coming of the Holy

Spirit to water irrigating parched soil. ‘I will pour wa-

ter on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground’

(Isaiah 44:3). This image carries much that helps us

understand God’s heart in revival. Both rain and riv-

ers serve to refresh, to nourish, to stimulate growth and

to promote fruitfulness. When they do not come, life

dies in the drought.

 Before Israel entered Canaan, God promised that He would

bless them with rain, in return for their obedience. ‘If you

will obey My commandments … to love the Lord your God,

and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul,

He will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain

and the later rain, that you may gather in your grain and your

wine and your oil’ (Deuteronomy 11:11-14). The early rain

was to soften the soil for ploughing, while the later rain was

to swell the grain for harvest.

 Taken spiritually, this suggests that God will faithfully send

revivings of the Holy Spirit wherever His people fulfil their

part of the covenant: to love and serve Him alone, repenting

of all that would hinder that love. After all, in Acts 3, Peter

declares: “Repent, and turn again, that your sins may be blot-

ted out, and that times of refreshing may come from the pres-

ence of the Lord” (v.19-20).

 This was the experience of four young men in Ulster in

1859. Having heard of revival in America and deploring the

indifference of their own church, they gave themselves to prayer,

repenting of their sins and those of their land and crying to

God to send the rain of His power. Some Christians tried to

stop them, but they vowed to keep going till the rain fell!

 And fall it did, with such power that preachers would reach a

town and find it already filled with convicted sinners crying for

mercy. At night, the sound of prayer and singing would sweep

across the fields. Business almost stopped, while people rushed

to hear God’s word. In the Ulster Revival an estimated 100,000

souls were saved.

When the Spirit Comes
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5 Recognising revival

Often in Church

history the very

believers who

have prayed for

revival have not

recognised it

when it came

WHEN THE DISCIPLES were crossing the lake at night

(Matthew14:22-27), they expected to see Jesus on the

far bank the next morning. They did not expect Him to

come the way He chose to: walking on the water! So

they failed to recognise Him and thought it was a ghost!

 Often in Church history the very believers who have prayed

for revival have not recognised it when it came. The desire

was right, but the expectations were too limited. Reading about

past revivals is a wonderful inspiration to faith, but we must

not let it blinker us into seeing only one possible pattern for

the Holy Spirit’s moving.

 Past revivals have much in common, but each was also dis-

tinct, adapted by God’s hand to the culture concerned. For

example, the Hebrides Revival of 1949 swept through the is-

lands so quickly because everyone had been brought up on

the Bible. God’s truths were known. Not so the Jesus People

revival in America in the 1970s, which spread among the

unchurched youth.

 As a result, hundreds of converted hippies came flocking

to traditional churches looking for spiritual guidance - and

found rejection. The churches could not accept the revival

God had sent, because its features did not fit their precon-

ceived ideas. They did not see in these sharing, praising teen-

agers the answer to their prayers for God’s life. They only saw

long hair and unwashed jeans. So, like the disciples, they cried

‘It’s a ghost!’, and rejected God’s revival dynamic.

 The saintly South African pastor Andrew Murray had

prayed fervently for revival since his youth, and read many

books on past moves of God’s Spirit. Yet when, in 1860, a

black teenage girl prayed her heart out in a service and a mighty

wind blew through the building, causing it to shake and the

people to shout to God, Murray could not accept it. He went

to the front and shouted ‘People, be silent! God is a God of

order!’ Mercifully nobody took any notice, but let the Spirit

work, and at length God humbled Murray and drew him into

the revival power He had purposed.

When the Spirit Comes
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6 ‘If My people …’

God’s

gracious waters

will not only

renew the Church

but also

touch the nation

THE HOLY SPIRIT will always bear witness to Jesus

(John 15:26) and continue the work Jesus came to do,

namely to establish His kingdom on earth. So when the

Holy Spirit comes in revival power, it is primarily to

awaken and to empower the Church. Yet, like ripples

on a pond, the effects of God’s power will also touch

and affect the nation.

 When Solomon consecrated the temple, God made a prom-

ise. Should there be, for reasons of judgement, no rain upon

the earth, He would provide an answer: ‘If My people… hum-

ble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from

their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will for-

give their sin and heal their land’ (2 Chronicles 7:14).

 Similarly, whenever the Church becomes aware of its spir-

itual barrenness and powerlessness and sets about seeking

God with earnest repentance and true surrender, God is ready

to pour out the rain of revival. These gracious waters will not

only renew the Church but also touch the nation.

 18th century England was rife with corruption and injus-

tice, the rich brutal and grossly immoral, while the poor

drowned their misery in gin. Churches, complacent and asleep,

did nothing, so John Wesley and others gave themselves to

pray for a move of the Holy Spirit. In 1739 the answer came,

as he records in his journal: ‘About sixty of us were continu-

ing earnestly in prayer, when about 3 am. the power of God

came so mightily upon us that many cried out for joy and

many fell to the ground.’

 These revived men carried the fire around the land. Thou-

sands gathered to hear God’s word, many falling down, shout-

ing for mercy or leaping with the joy of salvation. Healings,

ecstatic visions and deliverance from demons were often re-

corded, and sometimes entire villages were converted. Net-

works of churches were founded, served by a travelling apos-

tolic team. The effect on the land was considerable: revived

Christians set about reforming prisons, opening dispensaries

for the sick and Sunday schools for children, and made moves

towards the abolition of slavery.

When the Spirit Comes
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7 In the arms of Jesus

‘The power

of the Lord

struck him,

and he fell

under the table’

BENJAMIN ABBOT WAS one of John Wesley’s Ameri-

can fellow-workers in the 18th Century revival known

as the Great Awakening. In his diary he recorded some

amazing experiences of God’s power.

 ‘One night, after I got into bed, the Lord visited me in a

powerful manner and I lay as in the arms of Jesus. The scrip-

tures were wonderfully opened to me, and texts were brought

into my mind. The Spirit divided them into headings, and I

preached from them in my sleep. I frequently awoke, not know-

ing where to find the text I had been preaching from, but

God would then reveal both chapter and verse’.

 On one occasion, ‘while I was speaking with great zeal, I

cried out ‘For all I know, there may be a murderer in this

congregation!’ Immediately a large man attempted to go out,

but when he got to the door he cried out, holding both arms

out in front of him, and ran backwards to the far side of the

room, where he fell against the wall and on to a cupboard. He

cried out very bitterly that he was the murderer, for he had

killed a man fifteen years ago; and that when he tried to leave,

he had seen two men before him with drawn swords!

 ‘After agapé I preached, and God attended the word with

power. Many cried aloud, and some fell to the floor, and the

people were afraid to sit near me. The next morning we found

a large congregation, and, when I came to apply the word, the

power of the Lord came in such a manner that people fell all

about the house, and their cries could be heard afar off. This

alarmed the wicked, who sprang for the doors in such haste

that they fell over one another in heaps.

 ‘I gave out a hymn to drown the noise, and asked one of our

English friends to start it. But as soon as he began to sing, the

power of the Lord struck him, and he fell under the table and lay

there like a dead man. Another tried, and he fell also. Prayer was

everywhere, and though the meeting had begun at 11 a.m., it

was now evening and I saw no prospect of it ending.’

When the Spirit Comes
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8 The arm of the Lord

The whole

house seemed

to shake

ONE OF JOHN WESLEY’S travelling preachers dur-

ing the Great Awakening of the 18th century was Tho-

mas Rankin. He was a zealous man, who longed to pro-

claim the gospel to the unsaved, but frequently he found

that the Holy Spirit overruled his efforts and did the

work Himself.

 ‘I went to the chapel and preached from Revelation. Towards

the end of the sermon I found an uncommon struggle in my

breast, and in the twinkling of an eye my soul was so filled with

the power and love of God that I could scarce get out my words.

I had hardly spoken two sentences under this amazing anoint-

ing, before the whole house seemed to shake, and all the people

were overcome with the presence of the Lord.

 ‘I had seen many glorious displays of the arm of the Lord,

but such a time as this I never beheld. Large numbers were

calling aloud for mercy, and many were mightily praising their

Saviour. My voice was drowned amidst the prayer and praise.

Husbands were inviting their wives to live for heaven with

them and parents were calling their children to come to the

Lord Jesus.

 ‘As my strength was almost gone, I desired another brother

to speak. He attempted to do so, but was so overcome by the

divine presence that he was obliged to sit down. And this was

the case, both with him and myself, over and over again. We

could only sit still and let the Lord do His own work. For

upwards of two hours the mighty outpouring of the Spirit of

God continued.

 ‘On another occasion the power of the Lord descended, and

all the preachers were so overcome with His presence that they

could scarce address the people. When any stood up to testify to

the loving kindness of God, they were so overwhelmed that they

had to sit down, and let silence speak His praise. Many were so

overcome that they were ready to faint. For about three hours

the gale of the Spirit thus continued to breathe, and I scarcely

knew whether I was in the body or not.’

When the Spirit Comes
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9 ‘Paradise within us’

‘We had a heaven

among us,

and paradise

within us’

TRUE REVIVALS ARE God ‘breaking out’ on earth in

a mighty demonstration of what He is really like and

what the Holy Spirit can really do. The particular out-

ward manifestations may vary from age to age and cul-

ture to culture, but since God is unchanging, the heart

of all revivals will be the same. They will bring the qual-

ity of heaven to earth, stamping eternal glories on hu-

man beings. They will confirm and impact the two

things at the heart of God’s law: love for Him and love

for one another.

 Amy Carmichael wrote of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit

at Dohnavur, India, in 1905: The ‘mighty rushing wind’

brought the deepest conviction and agony over sin. It was as

if veils were suddenly drawn aside, and Gethsemane and

Calvary and all the powers of the world to come, suddenly

became intensely real.

 John Pritchard, one of John Wesley’s fellow workers, wrote

of the heavenly characteristics of the Great Awakening 150

years before. ‘I got a band of single men, which increased

every month until I was forced to divide it into four bands. We

all still met together for prayer, though, and God was with us.

 ‘We had a heaven among us, and paradise within us! We

lived as the Christians of old, having all things in common. It

is with pleasure that I recall those days, when we ran our cir-

cle of duty both to God and to our neighbour. Oh how did we

then harmoniously swim against the tide! And with what la-

bour and strife, self-denial and patience, watchfulness and

diligence, did we resist every temptation to forsake God’s ways.

 ‘Young men have the greatest opportunity for usefulness,

before they get entangled in worldly cares. Revival is the seed-

time for this usefulness. Oh that all young persons, male and

female, who read these lines, may stir themselves up under a

sense of the importance of this great work, and labour for

God with all fervour while they are in the vigour of life!’

When the Spirit Comes
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10 ‘Return, O Israel!’

‘Lord,

bend the Church

and save

the world!’

THE BREAKING FORTH of the Holy Spirit in revival

has always been closely linked to prayer. Yet it is not

the case that we simply say ‘Let’s pray more, and then

revival will come.’ Many a church down the years has

held whole nights of prayer for revival, but no outbreak

of God’s power has happened.

 We need to understand two vital principles if we are to

pray aright. The first is that God has already sent His Spirit.

We can easily be misled by powerful Old Testament passages

like ‘O that Thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down,

…that the nations might tremble at Thy presence’ (Isaiah

64:1). They can give the impression that we must somehow

assail God’s throne in intercession and force Him to send His

fire; whereas we live after Acts 2, and the Holy Spirit is al-

ready here!

 In Ezekiel’s glorious vision of the river flowing from the

temple (ch.47), we read specifically that it flowed eastwards.

If anyone had looked northwards or westwards, they would

have found no river! Similarly today, Christians can have their

own agenda and pray hard for God’s reviving life upon it;

while all along He has been ready to pour out His power in a

different way. The river does not change course for us - we

must move to where it is.

 The second principle follows on from this: we cannot force

God to return to us - we must return to Him. In Old and

New Testaments the cry has always been: ‘Return, O Israel,

to the Lord your God’ (Hosea 14:1); ‘return to Me, and I will

return to you’ (Malachi 3:7; James 4:8). In Malachi, God con-

tinues: bring the full tithes into the storehouse (in New Tes-

tament terms, our total consecration), and see if I will not

open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you

an overflowing blessing (3:10).

 The Church must return to a right standing with God,

repenting of its sin and compromise. Evan Roberts, so used

of God in the Welsh revival of 1904, had this truth burned

into his heart, and led the churches into repentance. His con-

stant cry was: ‘Bend us! Bend the Church and save the world!’
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11 A repenting people

‘God burned

His holiness

into my heart’

IN THE LAST STUDY we began to look at the link be-

tween our longing for God Himself to move in power

and our need to return to a right position with God. In

Psalm 80 we find these two elements in their right bal-

ance. Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts! Let Thy face

shine, that we may be saved! (v.19, AV).

 We note several things here. First, the acknowledgement

that God’s people have been on the wrong road: ‘Turn us!’ It

is a cry for repentance and restoration. It is not the cry of a

smitten individual, it is corporate: ‘Turn us’. This is followed

by a heart longing for God to move once more, not simply in

His power (it does not say ‘show Your arm’), but in His holy

personality and identity: ‘Let Thy face shine’. At the heart of

anointed revival-prayer is always a deep yearning after God’s

face, after a new love-bond with Him.

 In July 1995, a Campus Crusade for Christ training week-

end was taking place in Colorado. Several participants had

felt a weight of urgency in the weeks before, and several had

fasted. They longed to see the power and honour of God upon

their organisation and they were repenting before God. At

the first meeting of the weekend, the awesome presence of

God came over the hall. The pastor in charge made the mi-

crophone available to anyone who wanted to confess their sins.

 Person after person came forward, sobbing, and confessed

to all manner of sins and faults, some quite grievous. Others

came forward to pray, and soon there were 25 people sur-

rounding whoever came to the microphone, to pray for them

following their confession. This went on uninterrupted for two

days and nights. Few left, nobody wanted to eat, all were too

absorbed in God and the urgency to be clean before Him.

 By the final day, everyone sensed that God had ‘cleansed

the temple’, and the worship began. Reverential singing, that

sought God’s face. Some heard angels sing, another said: ‘God

burned His holiness into my heart. No-one who was there

will be the same again!’
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12 A praying people

I must

ask myself:

‘Is my

heart pure?

Are my

hands clean?’

PRAYER AND PENITENCE are crucial elements of

revival. As Duncan Campbell said during the 1940s

Hebrides Revival: “It is simply humbug to be waiting

for God’s power, night after night, month after month,

if we ourselves are not right with God. I must ask my-

self: ‘Is my heart pure? Are my hands clean?’”

 Yet God wants more than praying individuals; He wants a

praying people. We find in scripture that drawing near to God

involves drawing near to our brother too. Jesus said that prayer

to God was valueless if relationships with our brethren are

not right (Matthew 5:23-24). Isaiah 58 stresses God’s disgust

at His people praying to Him yet without real love for each

other. ‘(You) delight to draw near to God; …but you seek

your own pleasure, you oppress your workers …, you quarrel

and fight’ (Isaiah 58:2-4).

 Instead God presses His people to reconciliation and jus-

tice among themselves. ‘Is not this the fast that I choose: …to

let the oppressed go free, …to share your bread with the hun-

gry, and bring the homeless poor into your house. Then you

shall call and the Lord will answer’ (Isaiah 58:6-9). God’s

response was dependent on the people praying from a posi-

tion of justice and love.

 This was the experience of the Moravian Church in 18th

century Germany. Many persecuted groups of believers had

been offered refuge on the lands of a converted nobleman,

Count Zinzendorf. Yet they were a very mixed bunch, and

there were constant tensions! Zinzendorf knew in his heart

that God could do nothing among them until there was real

love, so he gave himself to the ministry of reconciliation and

called the people to pray for humility.

 God moved to convict and cleanse. People made up their

differences, repented of pride, and vowed to live in harmony.

Then they prayed earnestly for God to come among them. In

August 1727 the Holy Spirit came over them in a meeting.

There was holy joy, dancing, weeping and swooning, and from

that day on the Moravians began a movement of prayer and

church-planting that took them all over the world.
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13 An inspired people

Whole

congregations

saw angels

in the chapels

‘FEAR CAME UPON every soul; and many wonders

and signs were done through the apostles. And all who

believed were together and had all things in common;

and they sold their possessions and goods and distrib-

uted them to all, as any had need’ (Acts 2:43-45).

 Here is the first Church in the full flush of spiritual power,

having been ‘in-breathed’ by the Holy Spirit (that is what ‘in-

spired’ means). The result was inspiration, expressed in two

ways. The Church was inspired with a fresh vision of the glory

of God, bringing holy fear and reverence. It was also inspired

into new, loving activity, exemplified by the sharing of all they

had in justice and righteousness.

 While the revivals of history may have varied in detail, these

two features have always been present. What else could make

Welsh miners in 1904 rush home after an exhausting day in

the pit, get changed and dash to the chapel for a prayer meet-

ing that might run into the early hours? Only the fresh, Spirit-

brought revelation of the beauty of Jesus Christ. The Holy

Spirit gives sight, and what He shows, inspires. In Korea in

1906 whole congregations saw angels in the chapels. In Indo-

nesia in the 1960s people saw signs in the heavens at night,

and flames over buildings where the Holy Spirit was moving.

Whole local populations buzzed with God’s inspiration!

 As in Acts 2, the coming of the Holy Spirit in revival has

always joined the Christians in new love-bonds, with sacrifi-

cial service and giving. When the fire of God hit Korea in

1906, it was a poor and primitive land, full of superstition

and cruelty. Yet the converts were set alight. They healed long-

standing feuds; they cared for orphans and widows with new

love; they pooled their meagre resources and provided for all

the poor, whether believers or not. They used the rest to pay

for one million New Testaments (enough for a large percentage

of the population) for spreading the gospel, and they agreed

before God to preach Jesus throughout Korea within one year!
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14 An active people

In one province

of China

the churches

double each year!

IN COLOSSIANS 1, Paul writes of how it is his life’s

task to proclaim Christ and to mature the saints. In

this he relies on the revival power of the Holy Spirit.

‘For this I toil, striving with all the energy which he

mightily inspires within me’ (v28-29).

 The Holy Spirit is living and active, and wherever He comes

in power, He will impart that same nature. Revived people are

active people. In Acts 4:31, when the very building the disci-

ples were in was shaken, they were all filled with the Holy

Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness. Yet not all

this revived activity is plain sailing. Paul even claimed it was a

sign of his Spirit-filled apostleship that he had far greater la-

bours, more imprisonments and more beatings than anyone

else!  (2 Cor.11:23).

 Revivals have invariably produced new zeal in the churches.

Zeal for prayer, for the salvation of souls, and for building up

the Body of Christ. One example among many is the Evan-

gelical Awakening in 18th Century Britain. John Wesley and

hundreds like him, having been powerfully filled with the Holy

Spirit, poured out their lives for God’s work in the land.

 Wesley once exhorted his preachers: ‘Fellow labourers,

wherever there is an open door, enter in and preach the gos-

pel. Even if it be to two or three, under a hedge or a tree,

preach the gospel!’ He himself rode the length of the land on

his horse, spreading revival. At times, in winter, he would ar-

rive in a town frozen solid and unable to speak, but soon he

was proclaiming Jesus and people were falling down under

the power of God.

 Not just the preachers, but whole congregations come alive

in new activity when revival comes. In China, where revival is

moving strongly today, churches call a ‘gospel month’ and

agree that every member will bring one soul to Christ. Many

bring more. In April 1994 one lady in her 80s went out among

her neighbours and brought eighty people to the Lord! In

that province the churches double each year.
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15 ‘Joyous converts multiplied’

So many people

arrived that

the building

was in danger

of collapsing

IN THE 1850s, the churches of Northern Ireland were

in a ‘deplorable’ state; so said one pastor who was un-

able to muster even his elders for prayer. Yet all was to

change as news reached Ulster of the revival that was

at that time moving across America. Two trusted min-

isters went to see with their own eyes and returned so

on fire that ministers throughout Ulster began to talk

and preach of revival. Groups of believers, urgent for a

deeper move of God, met regularly to seek His face.

 In 1859 God answered their longings in sovereign power.

So many people arrived for a meeting that the building was in

danger of collapsing! So the crowd stood outside in the rain,

and the Holy Spirit came with such conviction that hundreds

fell to their knees in the mud. Even in the nearby town of

Ballymena people would suddenly drop to their knees in the

street and start to sob, God piercing their heart with His sword.

Then the joy of salvation would be heard in great cries of joy.

 There were several common features of this revival: a wide-

spread desire to pray; a deep conviction of sin; falling down

under God’s power; and a joyful new dedication to His serv-

ice. One eye-witness wrote: ‘I found the town in a state of

great excitement. Many families had not gone to bed for two

or three nights. From dozens of houses, night and day, you

would hear as you passed by, loud cries for mercy or the sweet,

soothing tones of song. Business seemed at a standstill. In

some streets four or five crowds of people, in houses or out-

side open doors and windows, were engaged in prayer or praise

all at the same time.’

 The impact was tremendous. In Belfast a whiskey distillery

shut down for lack of trade. A famous horse race was hardly

attended (it normally drew thousands). In several counties

the courts had no cases to try! The reason was the revival,

which won an estimated 100,000 souls to Christ. As one re-

joicing pastor put it: ‘Humble, grateful, loving, joyous con-

verts are multiplied. The Spirit has descended in power’.
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THE ULSTER REVIVAL of 1859 saw hundreds of chil-

dren and teenagers touched by the power of the Holy

Spirit. These young people were then used to win more

for Christ, including adults.

 In a boys’ school in Coleraine one day a young boy came

under heavy conviction that he was a lost sinner. He became

so distressed that he was sent home in the care of an older

boy, who had been converted the previous day. On the way,

they stopped at a empty house and began to pray. Soon the

younger boy was filled with joy and assurance of his salva-

tion. ‘I must go back and tell the teacher’, he said.

 Back in the class, his face shining, he testified to what Je-

sus had done for him. As he spoke, God’s presence came upon

the school. Boy after boy got up and silently went outside.

When the teacher went to investigate, he saw them spread

around the playground, all on their knees in prayer. Before

long, silence turned into loud cries after God’s mercy. The

noise carried to the nearby girls’ school, and immediately girls

fell on their knees, weeping.

 The effect was electric. Pastors and counsellors were sent

for, who spent the rest of the day leading these troubled souls

to salvation in Jesus. The anguished cries of the convicted

drew neighbours and passers-by, and as they crossed the

threshold of the school, they too were struck down by God’s

power! Before long, all available space in the school buildings

was taken up with sinners returning to the Lord. Meals were

forgotten, and the work continued until 11 p.m. that night.

 Many children in this revival experienced physical mani-

festations of the Holy Spirit, such as shaking, swooning and

weeping. Some adults were inclined to dismiss these as ‘sick-

ness’. One boy justified it by saying ‘Don’t call this taking ill -

it’s the soul taking Christ’. Another added: ‘There has been

sickness many a time in this country, but it never sent people

to their prayers like this!’

16 Children too

As they crossed

the threshold

they were

struck down

by God’s power!
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17 Leaping and dancing

Stalwart fellows

from the

mountains

would moan

as if crushed

 THE SAME MIGHTY wind of revival power that was

sweeping through Ulster in 1859 also made its impact

on Wales. The Holy Spirit took a preacher named David

Morgan and anointed him with power. Witnesses record

how, in services he led, ‘his face shone like an angel’s,

and none could look him in the eye’. As he preached,

‘stalwart fellows from the mountains would moan as if

crushed beneath stupendous burdens or pierced with

swords. Some would weep as if their hearts were break-

ing, others fell into ecstatic swoons’.

 It seems that God had sent revival unexpectedly to a sleep-

ing Church. As a result, one of His first works was to alarm.

One pastor wrote: ‘The power of the Holy Spirit was felt with

gradually increasing intensity. In its terrors, eternity became

a reality to them. They seemed plunged into depths of godly

sorrow. For some weeks it was the voice of weeping and of

mourning that was heard in the meetings’.

 After a time this sorrow over sin turned into a new wave of

power. This affected people in two very different ways. The

unsaved and compromising were seized with fear, while the

converted were filled with deep, ecstatic joy. One example was

a service in Carmarthen, where a young girl burst out in praise

to God. The effect was dramatic. God’s power filled the church.

Unsaved people shook with fear, some running headlong for

the door, only to fall down in the churchyard, where the dea-

cons brought them to the Lord.

 The converted, meanwhile, found a new power of praise,

chiefly in shouts and loud singing. One witness records: ‘The

Lord literally made their feet like hind’s feet. Waves of power

overwhelmed them, and most extraordinary physical signs ac-

companied the impact. All the Lord’s people became proph-

ets; the barriers of nervousness were swept away, and they

began to sing or pray as the Spirit gave utterance. Many leaped

and danced in the exuberance of their rapture’. No wonder

that in this revival, 110,000 people (10 per cent of the entire

population) were saved.
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18 Changed lives

Revival

will always

have a deep,

lasting effect on

the lives of

those

touched by it

TRUE REVIVAL, being the inrush of the Holy Spirit’s

power, will always have a deep, lasting effect on the lives

of those touched by it. These examples come from the

1859 revival in Wales.

 During a prayer meeting in Trefechan, one of the most

notorious sinners in the town rushed in, drunk. The reverent

atmosphere affected him, so he stood, watching. Then sud-

denly he dropped to his knees, shouting with a bitter cry ‘O

God, be merciful to Dave, the bully!’ He then came to the

front and began pouring out his heart in prayer for his wife

Betty. In a short time she too appeared at the door and began

crying out ‘Lord, have mercy on me, the biggest sinner of the

town!’ Both were saved and totally changed.

 One evening service, a foul-mouthed farmer was touched

by God. The next morning he felt a strange, revolutionary

power at work inside him. He tried to swear, as he always had

done before, but he couldn’t. He then went to work, where he

was used to shouting abuse at his labourers, but he couldn’t

get out a single oath! Even when a neighbour’s sheep strayed

onto his land, he knew peace inside. ‘What is this?’, he cried.

‘I can’t swear or curse. What if I tried to pray?’ He did, and

remained a man of prayer all his life!

 One pastor wrote: ‘Almost all the miners used to be drunk-

ards. They would come to work on Mondays with black eyes

and bruises from fighting on Sundays. The change is beyond

anything I ever knew. There is no mining community now

which does not hold a prayer meeting underground before

commencing work. They sing beautifully.’

 The revival touched all classes and ages. In one town eight

small children held prayer meetings for the conversion of an

84 year-old sinner: he was saved. Quarrymen, sailors, stu-

dents, the elderly, all were touched. An order had to be issued

forbidding constables to go to prayer meetings while on duty

(they still went!). Yet while policemen prayed, crime in Wales

fell by a third for the duration of the revival.
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19 A mighty harvest

Revival

also motivates

the Church into

its mission

to the unsaved

C.H. SPURGEON, the great preacher and bible teacher

of the last century, wrote a series of sermons on the

subject of revival. One of his themes is the benefits of

revival to the Church. The next few studies will con-

sider some of these.

 The first blessing and benefit that he cites is the salvation

of sinners. He quotes from Amos 9:  ‘Behold the days are com-

ing when the ploughman shall overtake the reaper and the

treader of grapes him who sows the seed; the mountains shall

drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it’ (v.13). God

purposes a harvest so great that before the grape treaders have

processed one year’s crop, it will be time to plant the next!

 ‘This text’, writes Spurgeon, ‘prophesies that in the Church

we shall see the most abundant ingathering of souls. In our

day, if one sinner is converted through a sermon, we have

thought it amazing. In revival, we will see hundreds. And where

hundreds have in the past seen the light, in revival whole na-

tions shall be converted to Christ. There is sufficient vigour

in the seed of the Lord to produce a far more plentiful crop

than any we have yet gathered.’

 ‘We read here also of amazing rapidity. No sooner has the

reaper ended than the sower is on his heels. We have a ten-

dency to imagine that conversion must be a slow work. We

have come to believe that there is more true divinity in stag-

nant pools than in lightning flashes!’ In revival God will con-

vert people quickly and start to use them quickly. ‘The mar-

vellous growth in grace of those converted will mean that he

who only made profession that very day, will in a week be

publicly proclaiming Christ’.

 Revival also motivates the Church into its mission to the

unsaved. ‘When God is pleased to pour out His Spirit on a

church in a larger measure than usual’, Spurgeon writes, ‘the

saving of souls becomes an all-absorbing passion which will

so carry people away that they will almost forget themselves

in their love for the lost’.
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20 The body united

‘Let us cry daily

to Him

to work in us

brotherly love’

‘ANOTHER EFFECT of a revival on the Church’,

writes Spurgeon, ‘is the promotion of true love and

unity in its midst’. After all, these two qualities were

the hallmark of the Holy Spirit’s work in the first be-

lievers. ‘Now the company of those who believed were

of one heart and soul’ (Acts 4:32). This God-given power

of unity led them into joyful action. They gathered for

teaching and prayer; they fellowshipped; they sold what

they had; they broke bread in their homes; they wor-

shipped in the temple daily (Acts 2:42-27).

 ‘An active church’, Spurgeon continues, ‘will be a united

church. A slumbering church will be sure to be a quarrel-

some one. If any minister desires to heal the wounds of a

church, and bring the members into full unity, let him ask

God to give them all enough to fill their hands. Then, when

their hands are busy with their Master’s work and their mouths

are full of His praise, they will have no time for devouring one

another and filling their mouths with reproaches’.

 ‘As often as we speak the apostle’s blessing: “fellowship in

the Holy Spirit” (2 Corinthians 13:14), we are praying that

we may receive the unity and spiritual communion that only

He can give. Let us cry daily to Him to work in us brotherly

love, and all the sweet graces which make us one with Christ,

that we all may be one.’

 ‘Oh that Christ would give us His Spirit, that we may love

all things, hope all things, and bear burdens for all, passing

over little things and differences of judgement and opinion,

so that we may be united in a three-fold cord that cannot be

broken!’

 ‘Oh for the fire to fall again; fire that will affect the most

stubborn! Oh that such fire might sit first upon the disciples,

and then fall on all around! Oh God, You are ready to work

with us today even as You did then. Do not hold back, we

beseech You, but work at once! Give us now both hearts of

flame and tongues of fire to preach Your reconciling word, for

Jesus’ sake! Amen!’
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21 Shaming the slanderer

‘Through signs

and wonders,

God over-rules

man’s mind’

A THIRD FRUIT of revival listed by C.H. Spurgeon is

that the mouths of the enemies of the truth are stopped.

It is in the nature of the devil to accuse and to condemn,

and a favourite ploy is to taunt believers over their pow-

erlessness. As David put it: ‘Why go I mourning because

of the oppression of the enemy? My adversaries taunt

me, saying to me continually “Where is now your

God?”’ (Psalm 42: 9-10).

 Too many people mock the Church for its apparent lack of

relevance to life today. With worldly wisdom they attack its

teachings, point the finger at its mistakes and gloat over its

weaknesses. God’s answer to this is revival power, working in

two ways.

 First, through signs and wonders, God overrules man’s

mind. People can object to a set of teachings, but there is

little they can say when the blind receive their sight or the

dead are raised to life again! Jesus said to the crowd: ‘though

you do not believe me, believe the works I do’ (John 10:38).

When Paul heard of arrogant mockery in the church at Cor-

inth, he wrote: ‘I will come to you soon, and I will find out

not the talk of these arrogant people, but their power. For the

kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power’ (1

Corinthians 4:19-20). Revival brings that power.

 Second, through holiness of life in the Holy Spirit, God

removes all grounds for accusation. As Spurgeon says: ‘Do

they not open wide their mouths against us? And not only us,

but against the truth we preach and the God we honour. How

shall their mouths be stopped? By our replying to them? No,

by seeking a revival in our midst! If more souls are saved, can

they rail against that? Let them if they will, but let us seek of

God that we may be so earnest, so eminently holy, so God-

like, and so Christ-like, that whatever these people say, their

own consciences will tell them “You are uttering falsehood

when you speak against them”.’
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22 The glory of God

‘Give us

the breath of

Spiritual life

and the fire of

unquenchable

zeal!’

THE LAST IN Spurgeon’s list of effects of revival is

the promotion of God’s glory. God carries glory in Him-

self, and gives it to His people if they welcome Him

among them. Where they do not, He removes His glory,

as in the days of Eli where we read ‘The glory has de-

parted from Israel’ (1 Samuel 4:21). In revival, God

restores His own glory in the sight of all people: ‘the

earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of

the Lord, as the waters cover the sea’ (Habakkuk. 2:14).

 The danger in revivals comes when people lose sight of

God’s centrality and begin to glory in the effects of His power

in their own lives. Only by giving God the glory can revival be

maintained. As the Psalmist says: ‘Not to us, O Lord, not to

us, but to Thy name give glory!’ (Psalm 115:1).

 Spurgeon writes: ‘The proper object of a Christian’s life is

God’s glory. The Church was made on purpose to glorify God.

But it is only a revived Church that brings glory to His name.

Do all churches honour God? No, for some dishonour Him -

not through false doctrines, or any defect in their practices,

but because of the lack of life in their religion. Go to the homes

of these people, and see what is their conversation when they

are alone. Go to their churches, hear their hymns and their

sermons. There is the beauty of music, there is polished ora-

tory, but where is the life of the people?

 ‘If we would honour God in the Church, we must have a

warm Church, a burning Church, loving the truths it holds,

and carrying them out in its life. Oh that God would give us

life from on high, lest we be like the church in Revelation 3 of

which it was said: “You have the name of being alive, but you

are dead”.’

 ‘Oh God, the Kingdom comes not, and the work is flag-

ging. Send us the Holy Spirit! You are our God; answer us by

wind and fire, we pray. Give us the breath of spiritual life and

the fire of unconquerable zeal! Then we shall see You to be

God indeed!’
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23 ‘Time to take the land’

‘Prayer

rolls down

the mountain

like an

avalanche’

AT THE PRESENT time an amazing revival is sweep-

ing through China. All the marks of true revival, as con-

sidered in recent studies, are there. Here is an account

by a Western Christian of a prayer gathering in Henan

province.

 ‘It is pitch dark and the temperature is below zero. There

are about 70 of us. Your body would welcome sleep in a warm

blanket, but you are excited at the prospect of being with God.

First we sing choruses of love for Him, love for one another,

and the vision to reach the nation for God. Then come words

of knowledge: there has been bad feeling between members

of the group, and God will not move unless there is reconcili-

ation. Everyone is in tears; all are hugging each other and

confessing their coldness of heart. This goes on for some two

hours.

 ‘Then comes a prophecy: “It is time to take the land. Be

strong and bold, for I will build My Church. Make war on the

powers of darkness. Call on Me and ask for the heathen”.

Some dance and clap their hands, others are prostrate in hu-

mility before God. Then all rise, hands lifted and joined to-

gether, and begin to engage the foe. This is not petition, it is

proclamation. They know God will do it.

 ‘You find that the Spirit is praying through you. Someone

gives out a beautiful picture of the Holy Spirit working through

the whole state, village by village. Everyone prays, and sud-

denly everyone can see the same picture! God gives you names

of people and places you have never heard of before. But you

know it is from God, so you speak it out. Everyone is doing

the same; it is like gunfire.

 ‘Eventually the whole group breaks into a crescendo of wor-

ship. You sense the enemy has been bound. God is glorious.

We give ourselves to the call. ‘Lord, I am willing to die for

You!’, cries one. All begin to weep, falling on their knees on

the frozen soil. The prayer rolls down the mountain like an

avalanche. Soon it is 4.30am and you have to return - for the

daily prayer meeting at 5.30am!’

When the Spirit Comes
Page 25

When the Spirit Comes.p65 3/18/2010, 11:56 AM33



24 Miracle-power

Her son,

having been

dead 18 hours,

was alive!

JESUS TOLD HIS followers they would receive power

to witness to Him (Acts 1:8), and that mighty signs

would accompany them (Mark 16: 17-18). In times of

revival these signs and wonders are restored to the

Church. The following accounts are from the revival

that is currently sweeping through China.

 A boy of six fell ill and died. His family began preparations

for a funeral, but his Christian mother believed God for a

miracle. So she wrapped the body in a blanket and went to

the morning prayer meeting, where she fervently called on

God to show His mighty power. After two hours the boy be-

gan to cry loudly. People turned round and made self-right-

eous comments about noisy children! The mother fell on her

knees and cried out that her son, having been dead 18 hours,

was alive. By this the Church was strengthened in faith and

souls were saved.

 A 71 year-old Buddhist lady was raised from the dead -

twice! When she died of intestinal disease, she had a powerful

vision of Jesus, who invited her to sit at table with Him; He

gave her a large bunch of grapes and told her to go back. She

returned to life, and gave her heart to Christ. A few years

later she died of heart failure. Now the Church prayed, and

the woman was raised again! She told of how Jesus had given

her a commission to preach the gospel. Since then 70,000

people in the area have come to the Lord through her testi-

mony!

 A brother from Hong Kong, carrying bibles to a remote

Chinese town, was intercepted by the secret police. The pen-

alty for such activities is heavy, so he feared for his life. Yet as

the officer approached him, the brother saw a shining, ‘mus-

cular’ angel at his side, who told him to ‘stand firm and see

the delivering power of God’. The officer shone a torch in the

brother’s face, shrank back, and told his men to leave him

alone. ‘It’s my uncle!’, he cried. So the police let the brother

go. As he passed through the cordon, the angel tapped him

on the shoulder, smiled, and disappeared.
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25 Signs that convince

The fruits of

sacrificial love

JESUS HAS GIVEN the Church two signs that witness to

Him. One is works of power: ‘In My Name they will cast

out demons; they will lay their hands on the sick and

they will recover’ (Mark 16: 17-18). The other is sacrificial

love: ‘By this all men will know that you are My disciples,

if you have love for one another’ (John 13:35). When God

sends revival, we can expect to know these signs once

more. In the revival in China today, there are wonderful

instances of God moving in these ways.

 One day the secret police raided a meeting. The chief officer

stretched out his hand and cried ‘Arrest them!’ When he tried to

put his arm down, he couldn’t - it was struck rigid! He called off

the raid and returned to the station. Doctors examined him but

could do nothing. In despair he asked another officer what to

do. This man had read the bible, and told him about a king of

Israel who opposed God, and had been punished the same way.

He had needed repentance and prayer. So the officer called

some preachers and asked for their help. When he repented, his

arm was immediately healed. Whereupon he called all his men

and let the Christians preach to them!

 In one village, an evil man strongly opposed the gospel. One

day, a brother bound his spirit in the name of Jesus. The man

fell to the ground, rigid, in a kneeling position. His relatives

tried to move him, but in vain. There he stayed for hours, until

the people begged the Christians to release him. So they called

on the man, and the whole village, to repent of their sins, after

which the brother cried ‘In the name of Jesus, rise up!’ and the

man was free! Through this, most of the village was converted.

 One man had tuberculosis and had spent all his money on

doctors, but in vain. He also hated the Christian preachers.

Yet one day the Church had a word not to treat him as an

enemy but to take him a large food parcel and minister to his

needs. When they did so, the man was saved and healed in a

very short time, with his family.
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26 Divine reaping

20,000 people

in a refugee

camp saw Jesus,

alive and

glorious, walking

in the storm

REVIVAL HAS BEEN described as ‘God taking the

field’. No longer are the Christians toiling away for

meagre fruit; when the Holy Spirit comes in revival

power, God fights alongside His people. When Israel

was preparing to attack Jericho, Joshua saw a man with

a drawn sword. He proved to be the angel of God, sent

to command the armies of angels that were to fight

alongside God’s people (Joshua 5:13-15).

 As revival touches several continents in our day, there

have been many wonderful instances of God helping with

the reaping. He is sending powerful signs and manifesta-

tions of His glory, which do not just touch individuals, but

whole localities.

 Near Mogadishu, Somalia, in 1995, there was a great sand-

storm. Nothing unusual for this semi-desert area, of course,

except that on this occasion around 20,000 people in a refu-

gee camp saw Jesus, alive and glorious, walking in the storm.

Many fell on their knees, as if pushed by an irresistible force,

and wept. These refugees were Moslems, as were some Paki-

stani soldiers from the U.N. peacekeeping force, who also saw

the vision. God is now reaping souls in that camp.

 In Henan province, China, in 1994, missionaries were

amazed to hear of an area with no known churches suddenly

full of Spirit-filled Christians! A team sent to investigate

was told this amazing story. Some evangelists had visited

the area and gathered a crowd of about 1,000. A brother

began to speak about the life of Jesus. As he spoke, there were

gasps in the crowd, for suddenly everyone could see the

events he was describing. It was as if God was showing these

simple people a divine video! Everybody saw the same thing,

even the evangelists.

 The ‘show’ went on for four hours. By the time the brother

reached the crucifixion, everyone could see Jesus crucified.

They were all on their knees, repenting of their sins and turn-

ing to Christ. Similar ‘divine film-shows’ have been reported

from the revival in Indonesia.
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27 God’s glory manifested

They raised up

52 house

churches

in six weeks!

WHEN JESUS CALLED on God to glorify His name,

the voice from heaven came: ‘I have glorified it, and I

will glorify it again.’ (John 12:28). God delights in mak-

ing His name glorious on earth. Needless to say, when

He visits an area with Holy Spirit revival, He is

unstoppable! The work He does will quickly outrun the

churches’ capacity to control it. As a result, ordinary

believers, often only recently converted, will carry un-

common power and wisdom, and will build the church.

The following illustration is from Heilongjiang prov-

ince, China, where revival has been moving since 1990.

 The field was unfruitful. When a church-planting team

arrived, they found only one old lady who really had the life

of God. So they lodged in her house and began to proclaim

Jesus: in particular baptism in the Spirit and healing. God

poured out signs and many miraculous healings, and soon a

wave of revival was moving that nothing could stop.

 Young people have been particularly used, even though they

risk torture and imprisonment. One girl, only in the Lord a

month, openly preached on the streets of her town. God gave

her the words, and many were converted. Now, in that town,

6,000 Christians meet regularly. They have experienced the

dead raised, blind eyes opened, and even severed fingers grow-

ing back. A group of sisters went to some outlying villages,

and their ministry was so powerfully blessed that they raised

up fifty-two house churches in six weeks!

 By 1994 there were 40,000 Christians in one city, and some

360,000 in the whole area - all in four years! A visitor from

Hong Kong said ‘The gospel has been preached in Hong Kong

since 1850, and we still haven’t got 360,000 believers!’ Yet the

miraculous harvest has to be garnered in and shepherded by

Christians who have had no training and have only been con-

verted a few months, themselves. Love, faith, zeal and plenty

of grace carry them through, and God is glorified among men.
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28 When to expect a revival, Part 1

For over

fifty years

Finney

experienced

almost constant

revival

CHARLES FINNEY lived in America in the 19th cen-

tury. He experienced a mighty baptism in the Holy

Spirit, and for over fifty years experienced almost con-

stant revival. When he preached, the power of God

would fall on the whole locality. Yet he insisted this was

not because of any anointing he carried. Instead, he

persistently applied two principles: that the gospel call

was open to all, and that the Church must be wholly

devoted to God.

 Finney drew together his thoughts and experiences in a

series of Lectures on Revival. They make challenging read-

ing, and our next few studies will look at some of the

issues he raises.

 Under the heading ‘When to Expect a Revival’, he lists many

symptoms of a church in urgent need of revival. Among them

are these:

‘When there is a lack of brotherly love and Christian confi-

dence.

‘When there are jealousies and evil speakings, these things

show that Christians have got far from God, and there is great

need of revival.

‘When there is a worldly spirit in the Church, and it is mani-

fest that it has sunk into a low and backslidden state.

‘When sinners are uncaring about their condition. This

means the Church is asleep, for it ought to be putting out the

fires of hell and snatching souls! What would be thought of

firemen who slept while the city was on fire. And should Chris-

tians sleep?

‘If a pastor or preacher finds he has lost in any degree the

confidence of his people. He ought to labour for a revival as

the only means of regaining their support. For this can only

be done by him being revived himself, and by pouring out

from his eyes and from his life the splendour of the image of

Christ.

‘The fact is, Christians are more to blame for not being

revived, than sinners are for not being converted.’
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29 When to expect a revival, Part 2

‘When there is

an honest

breaking down

of barriers, and a

pouring out

of the heart

in confession

of sin,

the flood-gates

will soon

burst open’

FOLLOWING HIS LIST of symptoms showing the

Church’s need of revival, Charles Finney gives some

more positive signs. These are the indicators of a church

moving towards revival.

 ‘A revival may be expected when Christians begin to con-

fess their sins to one another. At other times they confess in a

general manner, as if they only half mean it. They may do it in

eloquent language, but it does not mean anything. Yet when

there is an honest breaking down of barriers and a pouring

out of the heart in confession of sin, the flood-gates will soon

burst open, and salvation will flow all over the place.

 ‘A revival may be expected whenever Christians are found

willing to make the sacrifices necessary to carry it on. They

must be willing to sacrifice their feelings, their business, their

time, to help forward the work. Pastors must be willing to lay

out their strength, to risk their health and even their life. They

must be willing to offend the impenitent by plain and faithful

dealings, and perhaps offend many members of the church

who will not rise to seek revival.

 ‘Every pastor must take a decided stand with the revival,

whatever the consequences. They must be prepared to go on

with the work, though they may lose the affections of the

unsaved, and of the cold part of the church. The pastor must

be prepared, if it be the will of God, to be driven out from the

place. He must be determined to go straight forward and leave

the entire event to God.

 ‘A deep, continual, earnest desire for the salvation of sin-

ners is what constitutes the spirit of prayer for revival. When

this feeling exists in a church, unless the Spirit is grieved away

by sin, there will infallibly be a revival of Christians generally,

and it will involve the conversion of sinners to God.’
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30 ‘Revive Your church, O Lord!’

‘O Lord,

revive

Your

church!’

CONTINUING HIS THEME of healthy signs that her-

ald revival, Charles Finney writes:

‘A revival may be expected when Christians have a

spirit of prayer for revival. That is, when they pray as if

their hearts were set upon it. Sometimes Christians are

not engaged in definite prayer for revival, even when

they are warm in prayer. Their minds are upon some-

thing else. They pray for the salvation of sinners, but

not for a revival among themselves.

 ‘It is only when they keenly feel their own lack of reviving

life, and when they yearn for their families and their neigh-

bourhoods, that they really begin to pray as if they could not

be denied.

 ‘What constitutes a spirit of prayer? Is it many prayers and

warm words? No, prayer is the state of the heart. The spirit of

prayer is a state of continual desire and concern for the salva-

tion of souls. A Christian who has this spirit feels weighed

down with concern for sinners. It is the subject of his thoughts

all the time. He thinks of it by day and dreams about it by

night.

 ‘This is truly ‘praying without ceasing’. Prayers seem to

flow from the heart, liquid as water: ‘O Lord, revive your

church!’ Sometimes the feeling is very deep. I have known

people so bowed down by it that they could neither stand nor

sit. This is by no means fanatical. It is exactly what Paul felt

when he wrote ‘My little children, with whom I am in travail’

(Galatians 4:19).

 ‘These labour-pains of the soul are the agony which per-

sons feel when they lay hold on God for a particular blessing

and will not let Him go until they receive it. I do not mean

that distress as great as this is essential to a spirit of prayer;

only that such deep and continual longings are a vital prel-

ude to revival.’

When the Spirit Comes
Page 32

When the Spirit Comes.p65 3/18/2010, 11:57 AM40



31 Breaking up the ground

‘Let God

dig deep

into your

fallow ground’

UNDER THE HEADING ‘How to promote a revival’,

Finney quotes from Hosea 10:12, ‘Break up your fallow

ground, for it is time to seek the Lord, till He come and

rain righteousness upon you’. He then gives practical

advice.

 ‘If you mean to break up the fallow ground of your hearts,

you must begin by looking at your hearts. Many believers never

seem to pay attention to this: whether they are gaining ground

or going back; whether they are fruitful or lying waste. Yet you

must look into this. Make it your business, and do not be

distracted by other matters. Do not be in a hurry. Look at

your lives, past and present, and consider your actions. Do

not make some general confession of sin to God. Let Him dig

deep into your fallow ground and reveal to you the things that

need His pardon.’

 Finney then gives a checklist of sins which, in his experi-

ence, block the path of revival. It is noteworthy that he does

not begin with gross fleshly sins, but with the areas of neglect

in our devotion to God:

l Ingratitude

l Lack of love for God

l Lack of zeal in Christian service

l Lack of love for other people

l An uncaring heart towards the lost

l Failure to care for brethren

l Refusal of self-denial

l Carelessness in our daily walk

l Neglecting the bible

l Unbelief

l Neglect of prayer.

For all these Finney gives this advice. ‘Go over the cata-

logue of your sins before God, not once but several times. You

will find God reminds you of things you had long since for-

gotten. Wherever you find an area of offence, repent before

God and resolve at once, in the strength of God, to sin no

more in that way. It will be of no benefit to examine yourself

unless you determine to amend your life in every detail God

may reveal.’
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32 Power from on high

One woman lay

‘slain in

the Spirit’

for sixteen hours

CHARLES FINNEY KNEW what it was to live in re-

vival dynamics, as these examples show.

 When he was preaching in an industrial town in New

York state, a relative who ran a cotton-mill asked him

to visit there. When he arrived, he simply stood, with-

out saying a word. One girl made a foul-mouthed re-

mark to her neighbour about him, and Finney just

looked at her. At once she broke down in tears, her

thread broke and her fingers fumbled to repair it.

 ‘The mood,’ wrote Finney, ‘caught like gunpowder and in

a few minutes everyone in the room was in tears. Conviction

of sin spread through the factory, and the owner gave the

order: “Stop the mill, and let the people attend to their souls.

For it is more important that souls should be saved today

than that this factory should run”. Within hours the owner

and most of the 3,000 workers were saved.’

 In another place, Finney found the Christians hard in heart

and opposed to the Holy Spirit’s moving. He called them to

deeper repentance, but in vain. So he and others took to prayer

and agonised over the sins of the people. ‘The spirit of prayer

came on me powerfully, and we felt assured that the word of

the Lord would cut down and tame the strongest of men’.

 When he next preached, ‘the Spirit of God came upon me

with such power that it was like opening a battery of guns

upon them. The word of God came through me in a manner

that I could see was carrying all before it. It was a fire and a

hammer breaking the rock’. The effects were instantaneous.

One man, who had come with a gun to shoot Finney, cried

out ‘I am sinking into hell!’ On all sides people fell to the

ground, shouting to God for mercy. Some had to be carried

home senseless. One woman lay ‘slain in the Spirit’ for six-

teen hours, coming round with a song of salvation on her

lips. Revival had hit the town.
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33 Light out of darkness

‘The joy

is intense.

We lose all

sense of time.’

IN THE DAYS prior to the great Welsh Revival of 1904,

there was widespread dissatisfaction among mature

Christians at the spiritual state of the churches. Two

men in Cardiganshire, Joseph Jenkins and John Thick-

ens, began to share their hearts together and to seek

God with earnestness.

 ‘We agreed that we were on the verge of losing all spiritual

fervour from the churches unless they were soon revived by

the Spirit of Christ. We saw that within a few years we would

be raising children who had no real knowledge of life in Christ.

As for our own hearts, we mourned together, for our world

was dark, and at times we felt like fleeing from God’s judging

presence, like Jonah. We lamented our own gross unfaithful-

ness to the Crucified One. We had glorious visions of the glory

of the gospel, but the cloud of desolate darkness would return

and leave us with only the pain of longing.’

 After some months of praying along these lines, Jenkins

records how they felt something they could not define, which

was charging the spiritual air. ‘Our experience for many days

was like the cry of Psalm 31: “I stretch out my hands to Thee;

my soul thirsts after Thee, as in a parched land.” A few weeks

later dawn began to break. A teenage girl cried out in a meet-

ing: ‘I love the Lord Jesus with all my heart!’ The effect was

electric, the young woman and several of her friends were set

alight by the Holy Spirit.’

 A tide of reviving life was let loose, and a visiting preacher

wrote in his diary: ‘The spirit of prayer and testimony is fall-

ing in a marvellous manner. Souls are receiving full assurance

of salvation. The young are receiving the greatest measure of

the blessing. I cannot leave the building until 12 or 1 a.m.

The joy is intense. Group after group come to the front to

seek prayer, and the tongue of fire comes upon each one. We

lose all sense of time. I am saturated, melted and made soft,

as willing clay in the hands of a potter.’
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34 Tears and joy

Evan Roberts

was used by God

to bring 100,000

to Christ

ONE OF THE PEOPLE God chose to use in the Welsh

Revival of 1904 was a young man named Evan Roberts.

Before the revival broke out, he was already longing

after the Holy Spirit. ‘There has been a passionate de-

sire in my soul for ten years now, which I cannot

quench. I hear the cry of the people of God. Last night,

while thinking about the greatness of the task and the

danger of dishonouring God, I began to weep, and I

prayed for the Lord to baptise me with the Holy Spirit.’

 God caused his longings to intensify over the next weeks.

One day he heard a preacher use the expression ‘Lord, bend

us!’ It hit him like a hammer. ‘Is it possible that God is offer-

ing me the Spirit, but I am unprepared to receive Him?’, he

wrote. The cry of his heart became ‘Lord, bend me. Lord,

bend us!’ At times he could not hold it in but would cry aloud

in church meetings, tears and sweat pouring down his face as

he agonised for more of God.

 Then came the day when God visited his soul. ‘I knew He

had bent me low, and now what a wave of peace flooded my

bosom! Then the fearful bending of God’s judgement on man-

kind came to my mind, and I wept. The salvation of souls was

solemnly impressed upon me, and I felt ablaze with the de-

sire to go the length and breadth of Wales to tell of the Sav-

iour.’

 God was preparing His ‘breakthrough man’ for Wales, who

would be used to bring an estimated 100,000 to Christ. Fol-

lowing his personal baptism in the Spirit, Roberts wrote: I

now have the purest joy upon earth. I cannot tell how happy

I feel, because God is at work so powerfully. The divine fire

has taken hold of us. The devil attacks me with all his re-

sources, and ploughs up my past life. Yet all is under the Blood.

I have received three great things: I have lost all nervousness;

I can now sing all day, and whereas my heart had been hard

as flint, it is easy now to cry out ‘Praise Him!’.
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35 ‘Fill us more powerfully!’

‘If there is

anything

doubtful in our

lives,

it must be

removed’

THE MEETINGS LED by Evan Roberts in the early

days of the 1904 Welsh Revival had a clear theme. He

would ask people to lead in singing and prayer, then he

would speak about the four things necessary to revival

blessing.

l If there is unconfessed sin, we cannot receive the Spirit.

We must ask the Spirit to search us.

l If there is anything doubtful in our lives, it must be re

moved.

l There must be an entire giving up of ourselves to the Holy

Spirit. We must speak and do all He requires of us.

l There must be public confession of Jesus Christ.

 Roberts would then call the people to pray specifically for

the baptism of the Holy Spirit. He got everyone in turn to

pray aloud: ‘Send the Spirit now, for Jesus Christ’s sake!’ That

was often the means of some people receiving God’s new wine.

Then he would get the congregation to repeat the prayer with

one addition: ‘Send the Spirit now more powerfully, for Jesus

Christ’s sake!’ He was keen to urge people not to think to

themselves ‘perhaps’ or ‘I hope’, but rather to insist ‘I believe

He will come’.

 By now many would be receiving the touch of God’s love

and power. Yet, on occasions, Roberts felt the prayer had ‘com-

pleted its round but not its message’. So he would urge peo-

ple to pray again: ‘Lord, send the Spirit still more powerfully,

for Christ’s sake!’ In a typical meeting at this point many cried

aloud: ‘No! Any more and I die!’, so full were they with God’s

power. Others would be weeping, crying for mercy, singing or

praising with loud voices. Some lay on the ground, either pros-

trate in repentance or having ‘fainted’ in the Spirit.

 An older brother wrote: ‘God’s fire was consuming. It took

away sleep, cleared the channels of our tears, and sped prayer

throughout the area. I have wept so much that my heart is now

supple. I had felt the waters of God were ready to cascade, and

now the river has its bed and Wales belongs to Christ!’
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36 Divine consciousness

Wave

after wave

of divine

consciousness

A POWERFUL REVIVAL took place in the Scottish

Hebrides in 1949. God’s instrument here here was a

pastor named Duncan Campbell. Yet for him, the way

into God’s revival life was through much pain. He re-

calls how he preached at a conference in Edinburgh,

and how when he had finished, he was overcome by

God’s conviction. ‘I suddenly became conscious of my

unfitness to be on that platform. I saw the barrenness

of my life and ministry. I saw the pride of my own heart.’

 He quickly went home and threw himself at God’s feet for

mercy. ‘As I lay prostrate before Him, wave after wave of di-

vine consciousness came over me, and the love of our Saviour

flooded my being. In that hour I knew that my life and minis-

try could never be the same again.’

 This experience convinced Campbell of three things:

l Christ’s willingness to save all who  call on His name;

l the horror of everlasting hell;

l the absolute necessity of a mighty baptism in the Holy

    Spirit for every Christian labourer for the Lord.

These were to be the hallmarks of the revival that took place

when Campbell reached the Hebrides in 1949.

 When he preached, the power of God descended in such a

way that entire congregations would cry aloud for mercy. Many

knew the agony of standing on the edge of hell. People could

be seen slumped against walls or kneeling by the roadside,

overcome with conviction of sin.

 When Campbell then preached on God’s heart to save all

men, many would find a release of great joy. One convert

wrote: ‘When he looked at me, I could see Christ in his face. In

a broken voice I cried that I must be saved before it was too

late. As he prayed, I believed, and I felt the peace and joy of the

Holy Spirit flooding my soul. Now I can testify to all that

“times of refreshing have come from the presence of the Lord”.’
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37 From natural to supernatural

A wave of

unstoppable

Holy Spirit

power swept the

island

THE 1949 HEBRIDES revival teaches us some impor-

tant lessons. We must note that, unlike today, the cul-

ture was churchgoing and strongly bible-based. This

helped God’s river to run so fast. Yet, even here,

lukewarmness had set in. The recent World War had mo-

mentarily shaken the people, but now the young were

turning to pleasure and away from God. Worse still,

many were calling true conversion ‘the plague’, to be

avoided at all costs.

 Some believers were determined to see God reverse that trend.

Two ladies of 80 and 82, one blind, the other arthritic, spent

their days praying, begging God’s mercy and claiming the prom-

ise of Isaiah 44:3, ‘I will pour water on the thirsty land, and

streams on the dry ground’. Others joined them, and God be-

gan to guide them by dreams and visions. One brother heard

with his ears ‘the rumblings of heaven’s chariot wheels’. Faith

began to rise.

 One evening a young man arose and read from Psalm 24:

‘Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? He who has clean

hands and a pure heart’. The word was anointed and burned

into people’s hearts. As they waited on God in the early

hours, repenting of their hardness of heart, God’s presence

swept into the barn where they were meeting. As Duncan

Campbell put it, at that moment ‘they moved out of the

realm of the common and into the sphere of the supernatu-

ral, and that is revival’.

 God first set about putting the right people in the right places.

Campbell did not at first want to go to the Hebrides, but God

forced his hand. From the day he reached Lewis, a wave of

unstoppable Holy Spirit power swept the island. In one meeting

God’s awesome presence left many people lying prostrate until

3 a.m., unable to move. ‘God swept in’, wrote Campbell, ‘and

suddenly we knew the forces of darkness would be driven back

and men be delivered. I walked along a country road and found

three men on their faces, crying to God for mercy. There was a

light on in every home and no one seemed to be thinking of

sleep.’
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38 Flowing oil

The miraculous

outpouring

of God’s

abundance

IN ONE OF HIS revival sermons, Duncan Campbell

uses the story of the widow’s pot of oil in 2 Kings 4,

which God caused to overflow miraculously. Campbell

uses this as an illustration of the Church in her need of

revival. The woman’s position was desperate. She was

the widow of a prophet, so had once been in close touch

with God’s living word. Yet now she was bereaved, bur-

dened with cares, materially destitute and in real dan-

ger of losing her sons into slavery.

Similarly, argues Campbell, the Church has grown care-

worn and desolate. Once alive and in touch with God’s ongo-

ing word, she has become a sorrowful and impoverished

widow. Unable even to feed herself and with nothing to offer

to others, she is on the verge of losing her sons into the slav-

ery of this world.

 Campbell points out that the woman began to do right

when she cried out the expression of her great need: ‘I have

nothing in the house!’ Only in response to this was God able

to awaken new faith for reviving. The woman realised she still

had one small pot of oil (a symbol of the Holy Spirit). The

faith-recognition of this, and her yielding of it in obedience

to God, led to the miraculous outpouring of God’s abundance.

The oil was able to fill not only her own vessels, but those of

all her neighbourhood.

 ‘God wills to give Himself again, again and again’,

Campbell concludes, ‘so long as we keep bringing that into

which He can pour Himself. There came a moment when the

supply of oil stopped, but this was not because the source

had dried up. Rather, the capacity to receive what was flow-

ing at that moment had failed.’

 ‘I think of those people in the Hebrides. How they longed

and prayed and waited, how they yielded their empty vessels

to God for Him to fill. In all their cries, God was dealing with

them, cleansing the vessels ready to receive His oil. God waits

for a prepared people. It is one thing to shout, sing and talk

about revival; but give me a people on their faces, seeking to

be rightly related with God, and then we will soon know the

impact of God-consciousness in our land’.

When the Spirit Comes
Page 40

When the Spirit Comes.p65 3/18/2010, 11:57 AM48



39 Blessed obedience

‘A full,

complete

surrender

is the price

of revival’

‘IN THE ACTS of the Apostles’, wrote Duncan Camp-

bell in another of his revival sermons, ‘I find the most

encouraging and stupendous of facts. I discover that a

power is placed at the disposal of the Church, that can

out-manoeuvre and baffle the very strategy of hell, and

cause death and defeat to vanish before the presence of

the Lord of Life. Barrenness is made to feel His ferti-

lising power. The desert is made to rejoice and blossom

as the rose.’

 He links this release of God’s power with two vital actions

from the side of man: obedience and consecration. He illustrates

this with the story of Elijah at Mount Carmel in 1 Kings 18,

where fire fell from heaven. The prophet was fearful and well

aware of his own powerlessness against 450 prophets of Baal!

Yet he trusted in God’s promise: ‘I will surely show Myself to

them today’, and in the obedience of faith went to the contest.

 ‘It is fire we want’, continues Campbell. We say “God, send

revival!”, but are we prepared for the fire? In that mighty mani-

festation of God at Carmel, when did the fire fall? When Elijah

built the altar? No! When the bullock lay dead before the al-

tar? No! I see the man of God take his knife and cut the bul-

lock in pieces. Did the fire fall? No! The pieces are laid upon

the wood, one by one, but still no fire falls from heaven. Only

when the last piece of the sacrifice is placed upon the altar,

does the miracle happen. The heavens are opened and God

comes down, and the fire falls. This mighty manifestation of

power ushers in a mighty revival in the land’.

 Campbell links this to the consecration of our lives to God.

We talk of revival. We pray for revival. But is every part of our

life on God’s altar? Many parts will have been yielded, but

still the fire does not fall. ‘The truth and power of the Holy

Spirit can only be known through full submission and obedi-

ence to Him’, continues Campbell. ‘Not until Christians cry

out to God: “Oh, deal with the last piece!” are we going to

know the movement of God’s fire that we long for. A full,

complete surrender is the price of revival’.
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40 ‘The house shook’
IN ACTS 2 we read of the amazing power of the Holy

Spirit outpoured on the first Church. The manifesta-

tions of this divine power were of two kinds: fear came

upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done

through the apostles (v.43). In other words, God’s own

presence was tangibly felt in the locality, while His serv-

ants moved in the miraculous in His name.

 The 1949 Hebrides Revival saw many such manifestations

of the Spirit’s power. The awesome presence of God was felt,

not just in the churches but in the very atmosphere. One man

came from Glasgow on business, uncaring about God or his

soul. The moment he came ashore, a sense of God’s close-

ness hit him and he became aware of his sin. By the time he

reached the main road he had been soundly converted!

 A shepherd feeding his sheep in the field was suddenly seized

with uncontrollable shaking. He sat on a stone and began to

weep. He said to himself: ‘You were on two ships that were sunk

in the war and you didn’t cry then, so why are you crying now?’

Suddenly God’s power hit him and he was convicted of sin,

saved and filled with joy in a matter of moments.

 In one parish, Duncan Campbell asked the local blacksmith

to pray. He poured out his heart, confessing the need of the

whole area for God’s touch. He concluded: ‘I know where I

stand - I am thirsty for a manifestation of the Man at Your right

hand!’ At that moment the whole house shook, the dishes rat-

tled on the dresser, people cried ‘An earth tremor!’, and dozens

fell prostrate. When they left, they found people on their knees

in the fields, and buses bringing people from far afield, seeking

the touch of God’s hand.

 The Spirit also moved in startling ways through men and

women. Some knew intuitively where He was going to move

next. An old lady told Campbell to go to a certain village. He

was not too keen, but the lady told him God had said so, and

that he would find there seven key young men! So he went,

and found a house full of people crying aloud for God’s mercy

- and outside, on their faces, the seven men!

‘I am thirsty

for a

manifestation

of the Man

at Your

right hand!’
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41 The Great Awakening

‘There was

as much done

in a day or two

as is normally

done in a year’s

ONE OF THE MOST significant of all past revivals was

the so-called Great Awakening that moved through

America and Britain in the mid-1700s. Several features

made it so special. The revival covered more than one

continent; it had a lasting impact on the moral charac-

ter of nations; it raised up some of the finest preachers

of any century; and in America it brought into the

churches one fifth of the entire population.

 Central to the Holy Spirit’s work in America was Jonathan

Edwards. He was a humble man who mourned over the spir-

itual decay in the churches. He had also received his own ex-

perience of God’s fulness: ‘There came into my soul, and was

diffused through it, a taste of God’s glory. The sense I had of

divine things would often kindle up a sudden, sweet burning

in my heart, a passion of soul that I know not how to express’.

 Edwards set about preaching the great truth that we are

justified by faith. He had no gimmicks and often read his ser-

mons out of a notebook. Yet suddenly the Holy Spirit was

working strongly in his church. A number were converted,

and ‘a great and earnest concern about the things of eternity

descended on all parts of the town, among all classes and

ages. From day to day, for many months, souls came by flocks

to Jesus Christ, and the town seemed to be full of the pres-

ence of God’.

 This awakening to godly things was the first stage of the

revival wherever it went. Jesus had, after all, said that when

the Holy Spirit came, He would convict the world of sin and

judgement (John 16:8). Wherever Edwards and his associates

went, such conviction followed. At times the presence of God

was so real that people fainted or cried aloud. On one occa-

sion strong men were clinging to the pillars of the church, so

fearful were they of falling into the flames of hell!

 Edwards commented that the converts were of all ages,

some over seventy. Some were getting dreams and visions in

the Spirit. Yet for Edwards, the most outstanding feature of

the Awakening was that ‘there was as much done in a day or

two as is normally done in a year’.
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42 Breaking the rocks

‘The people

feel themselves

at the very edge

of hell’

IN ISAIAH 64 we read that when God came down, the

mountains quaked at His presence (v.3). In the course

of past revivals, it is often the case that the drawing

near of God causes the proud to be cast down. The rocks

are broken open - hard hearts cannot resist Him. This

was the case in the Great Awakening of 1735 in America,

and Jonathan Edwards records many instances.

 ‘When this work of God first began, there were many that

scoffed and ridiculed it. Some even likened it to a sickness.

Yet it was very observable that many who came with disre-

gard of heart were cured by what they saw here. Some had

their consciences smitten and awakened and went home with

wounded hearts, and with impressions that never wore off

until they found salvation.’

 ‘In this awakening many are suddenly seized with convic-

tion, as if their hearts were pierced with a dart. When the

Spirit of God is so wonderfully poured out, their cry is “What

must I do to be saved?” Some have had such a deep sense of

God’s displeasure that they could not sleep at night; they feel

themselves on the very edge of hell. Some have since told me

that, after nights of terror while they were asleep, they woke

with fear, heaviness and distress on their spirits. Some are

brought to the borders of despair, wondering that God al-

lows such guilty wretches to live upon the earth. It seems that

this awful misery increases, the nearer they approach to be-

ing delivered.’

 Edwards found that the very presence of God in the at-

mosphere would take hold of many a rebel and convict them

of sin. Yet on occasions, it was through the proclaimed word.

In one particularly hard-hearted town, Edwards felt led to

preach on hell and damnation. At first there was no response,

but as the Holy Spirit moved, the whole congregation began

to wail and cry out as if under hammer-blows. Some were

struck rigid, others fell to the floor, and the noise became so

great that Edwards had to stop preaching altogether. But as a

result, a great many souls were saved. God’s revival power

had smashed the rocks and made the mountains flow!
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43 God draws near

‘All talk

other than about

spiritual things

was put aside’

JONATHAN EDWARDS recounts in detail the sense of God

drawing near that was experienced at Northampton,

Massachusetts, in 1735. It started when he began to preach

on salvation by faith alone, which so spoke to people’s

hearts that they began to meet for fellowship and prayer in

small groups around the town. Then came the deaths of

several townsfolk, one a popular young man, which

awakened people to the realities of eternity.

 ‘Then the Spirit of God began extraordinarily to work among

us, and there were, very suddenly, one after the other, five or six

persons converted in a remarkable manner. One of these had

been one of the greatest gad-abouts in the town, yet now there

was upon her a glorious work of God’s infinite power and grace.

This conversion, more than anything else, brought an awaken-

ing to the town. News of it flashed like lightning upon the hearts

of young people. Those who used to be the least serious about

their souls now went to talk with her and seemed greatly awak-

ened.

 ‘Presently a great and earnest concern about the things of the

eternal world was evident in all parts of the town, among all

classes and ages. All talk other than about spiritual things was

put aside. The minds of the people were wondrously taken off

from the world, which became for them a thing of little conse-

quence. The only thing in their view was to seek the kingdom of

heaven, and everyone was pressing to enter into it and flee from

the wrath to come.’

 ‘The Holy Spirit was working a great awakening and God

was drawing near. The work of conversion carried on in an

astonishing manner and increased more and more. From day

to day for many months, sinners were brought out of dark-

ness into marvellous light, delivered out of the horrible pit

and set upon a rock with a new song of praise in their mouths.

The town had never been so full of love and joy. There were

remarkable signs of God’s presence in almost every house;

husbands rejoicing over their new-born wives, children over

parents, parents over children. God was seen in His sanctu-

ary, and His dwelling place was glorious’.
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44 Physical manifestations

Visions

of glorious

and delightful

things

THE GREAT AWAKENING of the 1730s and 1740s saw many

physical manifestations associated with the work of the Holy

Spirit. Jonathan Edwards’ own wife had several experiences

of falling down in a rapture at the mere mention of the love

of Jesus. In meetings where the Spirit of God was moving,

there were regular physical signs.

 ‘It was very wonderful to see how a person’s affections

were sometimes moved. Their joyful surprise at God’s mercy

has caused their hearts to leap, and they have broken forth

into laughter, often intermingled with loud weeping. They

have not been able to restrain themselves from crying out

with a loud voice in expression of their admiration. We have

known instances of persons falling down and lying in a sort

of trance, remaining perhaps for 24 hours motionless, their

senses locked up, and yet under strong spiritual imaginings

of having been to heaven and had there a vision of glorious

and delightful things.’

 In the course of the revival, these manifestations were often

spoken against, and Edwards undertook to write in their de-

fence. He admits that some immature and unhelpful behaviour

has occurred, but is quick to justify God’s right to move mi-

raculously in a day of His power.

 ‘The manner of God’s work on the soul is very mysterious.

In the mind of man there is a great tendency to doubt things

that are unusual. A work is not to be judged by any effects on

the physical body, simply because scripture nowhere gives us

any such rule. We cannot conclude that people are under the

influence of God’s Spirit just because we see such effects on

their bodies. Yet nor can we conclude that these persons are

not under the influence of the Spirit of God.

 ‘It is not to be wondered at that, in a mixed multitude of

people, there be those who behave unwisely. When people are

struck with a very great sense of something dreadful like God’s

anger, few indeed will know how to compose themselves in

the face of such strong feelings. We ought rather to see in this

the weakness of human nature, yet now touched with the

power of the Holy Spirit and filled with zeal for God.’
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45 God’s appointed time

Sedate,

unemotional

ladies taken

home to bed

‘drunk’ with

ecstatic joy

THE HISTORY OF Christianity shows us that there

are certain seasons of God’s particular favour, when

He draws near to nations and continents with especial

grace and power. The beginning of the 20th entury was

precisely one of these seasons, when God caused peo-

ple in every continent to be hungry for a new move of

the Holy Spirit.

 Afrikaner prisoners from the Boer War, exiled as far apart

as Bermuda and Sri Lanka, began to seek God earnestly in

prayer, with deep repentance, and saw hundreds of conver-

sions. Simultaneously, there was an awakening in Japan, with

Christians united as never before in prayer and evangelism,

and Japanese churches doubled within a decade. Australia and

New Zealand saw meetings of unprecedented conviction and

fruitfulness. Stories began to reach the West, of Russian be-

lievers speaking in tongues; of whole tribes miraculously con-

verted in Burma; and of ecstatic visions of Jesus among the

poor in India. A real hunger after God was kindled.

 The Welsh Revival of 1904 lit a fuse world-wide. Hungry

souls came from other continents to see what God was doing,

and took faith back to their own lands. People began to ask

‘Why only Wales? Why not here?’ and to seek God with ear-

nest repentance for their coldness of heart. In many places

people began to consider whether the ‘baptism of the Holy

Spirit’ was for now.

 At a bible college in Kansas, USA, tutors and students alike

concluded that it was for now, and began the laying on of

hands to receive the Holy Spirit, as in The Acts. Instantly, peo-

ple spoke in tongues, sang in the Spirit, and some found mi-

raculous healing. Great joy was the fruit, and at one meeting

in someone’s house, people got so lively that the house liter-

ally fell down! In Britain, there were similar outpourings at

Sunderland, where a godly vicar, Alexander Boddy, led his

congregation to seek the fulness of God’s blessing. Here too

the fire fell. The local paper reported ‘sedate, unemotional

ladies taken home to bed ‘drunk’ with ecstatic joy’, and on

one occasion the vicar’s daughter spoke in a tongue that was

understood by a Chinese visitor! Pentecost had come.
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46 Hungry for Pentecost
‘BY THE END of 1906’, writes one historian, ‘ it was

evident that a powerful new revival movement had ap-

peared, the main emphasis of which was upon a per-

sonal spiritual experience, the ‘Baptism of the Holy

Spirit’, invariably accompanied by speaking in tongues

and other manifestations’.

 One seeking Christian at this time was T.B. Barratt, an

Englishman pastoring a church in Norway. He yearned after

more of God and often prayed ‘Lord, baptise me fully with

the Holy Spirit and with fire!’ Hearing of revivals in other

places, he would go there in the hope of ‘catching the fire’. In

America he felt ‘God bringing me down, deeper down before

Him, seeking, praying, weeping.’ One day in New York he

locked himself in his room and determined to fast and pray

until he had received the ‘power from on high’. He was not to

be disappointed!

 ‘I was seized by the holy power of God throughout my

whole being, and it swept through my body as well. I had to

hide my face in a towel so as not to disturb the neighbours as

I shouted aloud my praises. While I prayed I saw a crown of

fire over my head, and I was filled with an indescribable power,

and began to speak in tongues. I must have spoken seven or

eight different languages, all clear and plain. Waves of God’s

love swept over me. I am the happiest man in the world, eve-

rything has become new, I am filled with peace and joy and

love to God and man. People tell me I look ten years younger.’

 On his return to Oslo, others caught the fire, and revival

spread across Norway. Hearing of it, a young Swede of 22

came to Oslo, vowing not to return until God had filled him

with the Holy Spirit. God did fill him, and he carried the fire

to Sweden. A German evangelist, similarly yearning after more

of God’s power, came to Oslo and caught the blaze. On his

return he led 2,000 people to the Lord in one campaign! Then,

in 1907, Barratt received a letter begging him to come to Eng-

land. He did, and the Holy Spirit fell on one congregation

with such power that many were still praising God in tongues

at 4 a.m.! The Pentecostal revival had come.

‘I was filled

with an

indescribable

power’
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47 ‘Hurricanes of prayer’

Two little girls

prayed

uninterrupted

for hours

THE PENTECOSTAL REVIVAL of the early 20th Century

visited India strongly. Pandita Ramabai ran a mission

centre in Mukti for women and girls rescued from desperate

poverty. In 1901, God began to move in a special way and

1,200 converts were baptised in two months. Yet Ramabai

could not be satisfied even with this, for in 1904 she heard

of revival in Wales. She longed for such a move of God in

India, and by 1905 over 500 believers were meeting twice a

day to seek God for revival.

 Then a girl received the baptism of the Spirit and was so

transformed that all the other girls began to weep and confess

their sins. When Ramabai took the next meeting, all the girls

broke out in spontaneous prayer, so loud that preaching was

impossible. Children and young women alike wept bitterly

and confessed their sins. Others saw visions. Two little girls

were so filled with God’s power that they prayed uninterrupted

for hours, their faces shining with a heavenly radiance.

 The work of the Spirit continued, with agonies of convic-

tion in every meeting, as God searched and purified hearts,

then touched them with His fire. Always there was prayer,

deep intercession for the land of India. One visitor recorded:

‘Waves of prayer go over the meetings like rolling thunder.

Supplication is poured out like a flood’. The fruit of such re-

vival was a new devotion to God and to outreach, with sixty

girls going out daily to touch the surrounding villages with

the love of God and with His fire.

 A similar move of the Spirit was at Dohnavur, where Amy

Carmichael ran a mission station. She records: ‘In the morn-

ing service one lad tried to pray, but broke down, then an-

other, and another. Many of the older boys cried bitterly and

prayed for forgiveness. Soon half the church were on their

faces on the floor before God, oblivious to all around. The

noise was like waves or strong wind in the trees. Unbelievers

rushed to gaze in at the doors, and that hurricane of prayer

continued for over four hours. It was as if veils were drawn

aside, and Gethsemane and Calvary and the powers of the

age to come suddenly became intensely real.’
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48 Eternal moments

‘He seemed

to stand so close

that we could

have touched

Him,

but we dared

not move!’

INSPIRED BY the revival in Wales, a group of Chris-

tians in San Francisco, USA, led by Frank Bartleman,

began to meet for prayer. At first they found it hard to

believe for a real work of God’s power, and God had to

make them really hungry. As they kept low before Him,

a deep sense of conviction and repentance settled on

them and they cried to God for their city. In fact,

Bartleman was once rebuked for groaning in spiritual

agony in a church meeting. He wrote: ‘The Church de-

sires no groans today. She is too busy enjoying herself.’

Not for long! That April, the terrible San Francisco earth-

quake devastated the surrounding area and killed several thou-

sand people. This shocked both the church and society at large

into a new openness to God. Bartleman saw the earthquake

as a sign of God’s judgement on sin, but also of His stupen-

dous power. More groups began to seek God in earnest re-

pentance, confessing their own sins and those of their city.

Then God stepped in. ‘We prayed for a spirit of revival un-

til the burden became well nigh unbearable and I cried out

like a woman in birth-pangs. Finally the burden left us and a

great calm settled. Then suddenly the Lord Jesus revealed

Himself to us. He seemed to stand so close that we could

have touched Him, but we dared not move. I forgot my eyes

and ears; my spirit recognised Him. A heaven of divine love

filled and thrilled my soul. Burning fire went through me. I

lost all consciousness of time or space, being conscious only

of His wonderful presence. I worshipped at His feet. The sun

was up the next morning before we left the hall.’

From here on things moved fast. People all over the city

found the gift of tongues, but the fire of the Holy Spirit fell

chiefly on an old timber store in Azusa Street which Bartleman

rented for meetings. These would often last all night, with

people lying prostrate before God and soaking in His pres-

ence. Bartleman himself admitted that he sometimes prayed

for strength before daring to go inside, the presence of the

Lord was so real.
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49 The fire that unites

The Holy Spirit

fell in such

power that

people outside

the building

at times thought

it was on fire!

REVIVAL BEGAN WITH the group who first met to

pray at Azusa Street. The key figures were Frank

Bartleman, a respectable white preacher newly arrived

in Los Angeles, and W.J. Seymour, a humble black man,

blind in one eye, who was described by some as ‘dirty

and collarless’ but who was a colossus in prayer.

 Even the place where they met was poor. Azusa Street was

in a run-down part of town, and No. 312 had been used as a

timber and plaster store. The rafters were low, the air dusty.

They built a floor out of planks laid upon empty barrels, and

set out seats for thirty. Here the faithful met and waited be-

fore God in penitence and humility. Seymour used to lie pros-

trate with his head inside an old box, so keenly did he feel the

need to ‘decrease, that He may increase’. And here the Holy

Spirit fell in such power that people outside the building at

times thought it was on fire!

 Bartleman records: ‘It had to start in poor surroundings

to keep out the selfish, human element. There was no pride

there. The meeting did not depend on the human leader. Peo-

ple came to meet God, and His presence became more and

more wonderful. In that old building God took strong men

and women to pieces and put them together again. It was a

tremendous overhauling process. Pride and self-importance

could not survive there.’ He adds that some opinionated peo-

ple came to try and preach, but ended up what he calls ‘dying

out’, flat on their faces!

 ‘We had no respect of persons. The rich and educated were

the same as the poor and uneducated, and found a harder

death to die. All were equal. No flesh might glory in His pres-

ence. He could not use the opinionated. All came down in

humility together at His feet. They all looked alike and had

all things in common, in that sense at least. The rafters were

low, the tall had to come down. The fodder was thus placed

for lambs, not for giraffes. All could reach it!’
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50 God in His temple

The scene

often resembled

a forest

of fallen trees

WHAT ACTUALLY took place in the meetings during

the 1906 Azusa Street revival is graphically recounted

by Frank Bartleman, one of the leaders.

 ‘The services ran almost continuously. We did not adver-

tise, but we have had people from many countries brought by

God to join with us. Seeking souls could be found under God’s

power at any hour of the day or night. The place was never

closed or empty. People were cut with conviction as they ap-

proached the meetings, many being struck down by the power

of God as they entered. They were so strongly baptised in the

Holy Spirit that they could not think or speak evil of anyone,

even of those who opposed. They lived in a sea of divine love.

 ‘No subjects were announced in advance and we had no

special speakers. No one knew what God would do. We wanted

to hear from the Lord, and He was liable to burst through

anyone. Someone might be speaking, when suddenly the Spirit

would fall upon the congregation. Men would fall all over the

house like the slain in battle, or rush for the altar en masse to

seek God. The scene often resembled a forest of fallen trees. I

never saw an altar call given in those days: God Himself would

call them.

 ‘Our time was the Lord’s. The meetings started themselves

spontaneously, in praise, worship, and real testimonies from

fresh heart experience. A dozen might be on their feet at one

time, trembling under the mighty power of God. The preacher

knew when to stop. It seemed a fearful thing to hinder or

grieve the Spirit. The whole place was steeped in prayer. God

was in His holy temple; man’s part was to keep silent. The

Shekinah glory rested there. In fact, some claim to have seen

the glory by night over the building’.

 Bartleman published regular accounts of the revival hap-

penings, and these drew people from far and wide, who in

turn received God’s fire. One such account reads: ‘A refined

young lady was prostrate on the floor for hours, and at times

the most heavenly singing would issue from her lips. All over

the house men and women were weeping. A preacher was flat

on his face, dying to himself. Pentecost has fully come.’
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51 Times of refreshing

When he

preached,

people collapsed

laughing

IN THE EARLY 1990s many western charismatic

churches sensed that something new was in the air.

There wasn’t much to go on, indeed some leaders felt

burned out and fruitless. Yet there was a hunger for God,

and a readiness to leave behind old ways and find God’s

river of life for today.

 By the end of 1993 a new move of the Holy Spirit had

begun. An evangelist called Rodney Howard-Browne found

that when he preached, people collapsed laughing! At times

he, too, was overcome by divine joy, trying to preach, yet laugh-

ing and bursting into tongues. In various places such phe-

nomena were found. In 1994 this wave of Holy Spirit mani-

festations swept around the world, and took the name ‘To-

ronto Blessing’ (or ‘Refreshing’) after a church in that city

where it was particularly marked.

 This account from a London journalist is typical: ‘After

the sermon, the pastor prayed for ‘the tornado of the Spirit’

to visit the church. Outside it was calm, but suddenly the cur-

tains shielding an open door blew in and over my face and a

huge wind rushed in, scattering service sheets. Alarmed, I

started singing! Nearly everyone else fell over, stood rigid or

shaking, sobbing, or waving their hands. Looking behind I

saw bodies strewn over the floor. I could see people chatting

calmly over coffee, while bodies lay at their feet, bearing bea-

tific smiles and looks of tremendous peace’.

 Many leaders involved in this new movement hesitate to

call it revival, preferring to refer to it as a ‘time of refreshing

from the hand of the Lord’ (Acts 3:19). Others, having visited

parts where more ‘traditional’ revival is moving, say that the

signs are the same, and that in places like Argentina they are

in full bloom, while in the West they are still in ‘seed form’.

All alike, though, point to the fruits of such a time of Holy

Spirit refreshing: a greater devotion to God and His word; a

zeal to break down dividing walls; a readiness to seek Him in

humility, not heeding the clock; a new love and compassion

in the churches; a release of joy and faith in believers, and a

burning awareness that this blessing (though vital for the

churches) is meant to be carried to the unsaved.
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52 The pain and the glory

‘The humble

and contrite

heart is ready

for the rain

of revival’

IT IS A PRINCIPLE of God’s working that darkness

will often come before light, death before resurrection,

the ‘night of weeping’ before the ‘morning of joy’ (Psalm

30:5). Almost every revival of history has been preceded

by a time of humbling, soul-searching and pain in the

churches.

 In Haggai 1 God says to His people: ‘Consider how you

have fared. You have looked for much, and lo, it came to little.

Why? says the Lord of hosts. Because of My house that lies in

ruins, while you busy yourselves each with his own house.

Therefore the heavens have withheld the dew … (v.7-11).

This is grace speaking! Only when the full extent of sickness

is revealed can the remedy be applied.

 As Arthur Wallis writes: ‘The humble and contrite heart is

ready for the rain of revival. God said He would revive the

spirit of the humble and revive the heart of the contrite

(Isaiah.57:15). Yet the Church can respond with pride to

God’s revelation of its true state. Pride is the deadly enemy of

revival. Our safety is to cry with David ‘Search me, O God!’

God can begin His reviving work when we expose our hearts

to the searchlight of God’s presence, with a willingness to

come to grips with reality. We cease justifying ourselves and

begin to justify God. The Hebrew word translated ‘contrite’

literally means ‘broken to pieces’. The contrite heart is one in

which every rock-like resistance to the will of God has been

pulverised through the power of His word. Then, and only

then, can He revive.

 ‘Imagine a reservoir, fed by a mountain stream, that sup-

plies an area with water. The stream never attracted attention

or caused any trouble. Yet one day the dam burst, and a mighty

torrent cascaded down the hillside, uprooting trees and toss-

ing boulders like playthings. What had been unremarkable

now became an object of wonder and fear, and people far

and near came to see. So it is when God releases His Spirit in

revival power. ‘They shall fear the name of the Lord from the

west, and His glory from the rising of the sun; for He will

come like a rushing stream, which the wind of the Lord drives

(Isaiahs. 59:19).’
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Booklist

Arthur Wallis, Rain from Heaven: Revival in Scripture and History, Hodder 1979

(An abridged reprint of In the day of Thy power).

Winkie Pratney, Revival: Principles to Change the World, Whitaker House 1983.

Colin Whittaker, Great Revivals: God’s Men and their Message, Marshalls 1984.

Michael Harper, As at the beginning, Hodder 1965.

Patrick Dixon, Signs of Revival, Kingsway 1994.

All of these give bibliographical references to specific books on specific revivals.

Web Links
There are several useful reference sites, some majoring on contemporary moves of the

Holy Spirit, others more on historical revivals.

Revivalnet.Net - www.revivalnet.net

Jesus Explosion - www.jesus.org.uk/revival

PastorNET (search under ‘revival’) - www.pastornet.net.au/search

Christian Word, Revivals past and present - www.christianword.org/revival

Revival Generation - www.azariah.org.uk/revivals

A Revival Internet Search Engine - www.arise.renewed.net

Blessings Page - www.blessings.org
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